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Sunday, April 7th, 2024 – services led by Pastor Cynthia Krommes 

INTRODUCTION 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of 

Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the 

disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a 

sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals 

we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 

sharing such that no one among us is in need.  

PRELUDES 
  

On Tannenberg: "I Know that My Redeemer Livith"     
 G.F. Handel, Arr. by Lani Smith 

 

"Jesus Messiah"         
 Words and Music by Daniel Carson, Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Jesse Reeves.  

Arr. by Carol Tornquist 

 

On Allen Organ: "Consider the Lillies"       
  James Southbridge  

     
  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.                           

C:  And also with you. 
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HYMN "Christ is Alive! Let Christians sing" – ELW #389 Vs. 1, 4, & 5   

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
 

P: Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep and 

water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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P: At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ,  

our source of living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Look, here is water! 

C: Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

     Glory be to God   

 
 

Please be seated 
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First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community 

shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 

claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 

common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what 

was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  
 

R: Word of God. Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 133 

  1How good and how pleasant it is, 

  when kindred live together in unity! 

 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 

  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  

 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 

  For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 
 

Please stand 

 
 

ACCLAMATION     Alleluia  
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Second Reading: 1 John 1:1-2:2 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed 

reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in 

fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 

 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 

with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 

life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the 

eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship 

is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. 

 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and 

in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he 

himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 

liar, and his word is not in us. 

 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer 

a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them 

again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
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 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the 

nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 

Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated 

 
 

THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE     
 

SERMON     

 

HYMN             "Now the Green Blade Rises"- ELW #379, Vs. 1, 3,& 4  
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Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

A: Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, draw 

near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed and we witness 

to your love. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, and all 

growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend the soil and 

nurture plants into life. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, and 

other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dignity of every 

person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

A: Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for justice, for 

an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed and safe. We pray 

for all who cry out in suffering or pain especially Barbara Winter, Dave Grubb, Brian 

Mickiewicz, Kurt Angstadt, David Tyson, Eric Harter, Greg Wicker, Don Walt, Joan 

Emswiler, Hilary Cohen, Valerie Bazzley, Cristin Lorman, Jeanette Kaufmann, Aubree 

Pascale, Ellen Gray, Holly Bauman and Mary Lesh. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 
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A: Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musicians, 

and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week and Easter 

worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to serve. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you especially 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gospel. Grant 

us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 

P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE    

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     

C: And also with you. 
 
 

Let us share the peace with one another 
 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

"Great Things" 

 Jay Stocker 

Praise Band 

 

Please be seated 

       

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 
 

Please stand 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All baptized persons are 

welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will place their hands on untutored young 
people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response when receiving the bread and wine could be: 

 “Amen” or “I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten Free wafers are available) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      

C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  Lift up your hearts.       

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P: Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. Praise to you 

for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of 

the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you for 

leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for 

the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and 

resurrection of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

 
 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
                   

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me. 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  Empower our celebration with your Holy Spirit, feed us with your life, fire us with your 

love, confront us with your justice, and make us one in the body of Christ.   

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come and eat at God’s table. 

C: Amen. 
  

SHARING IN COMMUNION  
P: This is the Body of Christ given for you               

C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will eat the wafer) 
 

P: This is the Blood of Christ given for you              

C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will drink the wine) 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

#1 – "Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal" – ELW #464    
 Text: Ray Makeever, Rusty Edwards, Music: Ray Makeever; arr. Rusty Edwards 

 

#2 – "I Received the Living God" – ELW #477     
 All verses Text and Music: Anonymous 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.    

C: Amen. 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN   "Christ is Risen" – ELW #382, Vs. 1, 3, & 4  
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  
"Festive Tocatta"          

  Robert W. Thygerson 
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Bible Readings for the Week 

Monday   Daniel 3:1-30   God saves three men from the fire 

Tuesday   Daniel 6:1-28   God saves Daniel from the lions 

Wednesday    Mark 12:18-27  Jesus teaches about the resurrection 

Thursday  Isaiah 26:1-15  Song of victory 

Friday                1 John 2:3-17  A new commandment 

Saturday   Psalm 135   Praise to God 
 

LICENSES: 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy by: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  

 

LICENSES FOR MUSIC:  
Use of Hymns/Acclamations/Music via Public Domain, except where allowed by the following licenses: 

- ONE LICENSE #400720-M    

- CCLI License #20777864 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 

 
Lori Hoshaw, Music Director    Amy Kirk, Social Media Editor 

Shawn Rogers, Christian Education Director & Sexton 

    Jack Florio, Treasurer       Erin Galamba, Office Manager 

Daniel L. Bauman, Cemetery Superintendent & Maintenance Manager 
 

Church Telephone: 610-948-3323 e-mail: church@zionofspringcity.org 

Web site: www.zionofspringcity.org Facebook: Zion of Spring City 

Online giving link: https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/ 
 

Zion Lutheran Pre-School 
Dawn Platchek, Director, Phone: 610-948-3440  

e-mail: info@zionlutheranpreschool.com 
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