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INTRODUCTION 

Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and 
confused, unsure of what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to 
proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the liberating reality of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love, and depart to share 
this good news with all the world. Alleluia! 
 

PRELUDES 
  

On Tannenberg: "Risen Today!"       
 Tune: Easter Hymn from Lyra Davidica and Llanfair by Robert Williams, Arr. Chrstina Becket 

 

On Piano: "The Risen Christ"         
  Words and Music by Keith Getty and Phil Madeira, Arr. by Carol Tornquist 

 

Bell Choir: "Christ is Arisen, Hallelujah"       
  Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, Music: Tanzanian traditional  

      

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RELEASING THE ALLELUIAS 
 
GREETING 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.                           
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN “Jesus Christ is Risen Today" – ELW #365, All Verses    

 
 

 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  

as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new 

birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C: Amen. 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are 

the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old 

life is washed away, and in them we are born anew.  



Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for 

waters that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and 

creatures. Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of 

the Spirit of the new creation. 

C: Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our 

witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for 

all. 

P: Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the 

earth, bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos 

reigns, bring peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit 

reigns forever. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and 

by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die 

every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

     Glory be to God   

 
 



Please be seated 
 
 

THE CHILDREN'S MESSAGE     
 
  

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in 

order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness 

in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people. 

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 

by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 

Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 

tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 

all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to 

the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

R: Word of God. Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The LORD is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 
  The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
 17I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the LORD.  
 18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 



  I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
 20“This is the gate of the LORD; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23By the LORD has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24This is the day that the LORD has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Please stand 
 

ACCLAMATION     Alleluia  

 
Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and 
amazement. 
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early 
on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had 
been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 

the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had 
already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed 
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, 
“Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his 
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just 
as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement 
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 



Please be seated 
 

 

SERMON     

           
 

HYMN             "Thine is the Glory" – ELW #376, All Verses  

 
 

 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

A brief silence. 

A: Holy God, we pray for the body of Christ, the church. Where the church is 
persecuted, protect it. Where the church is privileged, grant it humility. Where the 
church is fractured, heal it. Guide us all to embody Christ’s love in the world. God of 
grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
A: Life-giving God, we pray for the earth, your good creation. Join our prayers with 

branches lifted in praise and roaring waters of new life, that together we may proclaim 
Easter hope. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
A: Merciful God, we pray for all peoples and nations. Free oppressed communities 
from occupation, exploitation, and abuse. Teach leaders your way of justice. Empower 
peacemakers and all who work to end violence and strife. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
A: Liberating God, we pray for people everywhere who long for good news. Roll away 
the stones that keep people from living with dignity and wholeness. Breathe new life 
and hope into people struggling to make it through each day, especially Barbara 
Winter, Dave Grubb, Brian Mickiewicz, Kurt Angstadt, David Tyson, Eric Harter, 
Greg Wicker, Don Walt, Joan Emswiler, Hilary Cohen, Valerie Bazzley, Cristin 
Lorman, Jeanette Kaufmann, Aubree Pascale, Ellen Gray, Holly Bauman and Mary 
Lesh. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 

 
A: Loving God, we pray for this community of faith and for your Spirit in our midst. 
Feed us at your Easter table and fill us with your wisdom, that we may serve and care 
for others. God of grace, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
P: Eternal God, we remember those who have gone before us in death especially John 
Donne and all whose ministry in the arts inspired generations to faith. Renew our trust 
in your promises, that we live with joyful courage and compassion. God of grace, 

C: hear our prayer. 

 
P: Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE    
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     

C: And also with you. 
 



Let us share the peace with one another 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 

"Because He Lives"         
  Words and Music William and Gloria Gaither     

    Zion Choir 

 

Please be seated 

       

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 

May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C: Amen. 
Please stand 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All 
baptized persons are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will 
place their hands on untutored young people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response 
when receiving the bread and wine could be: “Amen” or “I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten 
Free wafers are available) 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      
C:  And also with you. 

 
P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: Holy God, we praise you. Let the heavens be joyful, and the earth be glad. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving 

the earth from the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites 
safely through the sea.  Praise to you for leading your people through the 
wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the words and 

deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection 
of Christ.  Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
                   

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

P: With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's Passover from death to life 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P:  Empower our celebration with your Holy Spirit, feed us with your life, fire 
us with your love, confront us with your justice, and make us one in the 
body of Christ.   

C: Amen. 
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

C: Amen. 
  

SHARING IN COMMUNION  
P: This is the Body of Christ given for you               
C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will eat the wafer) 
 

P: This is the Blood of Christ given for you              
C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will drink the wine) 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 

#1 – “One Bread, One Body” – ELW #496, All Verses    

 Text and Music: John Foley, SJ 

 

#2 – “I Come with Joy” – ELW #482       

 Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936, Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony 

 

#3 - "Let us Break Bread Together" – ELW #471, All Verses  
Text and Music: African American spiritual 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in 

His grace.    
C: Amen. 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 

 



SENDING HYMN   "Alleluia" Jesus is Risen! ELW #377- Vs. 1, 4 & 5  
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
P: Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE  

"Resurrection Joy" 
Gregg Sewell 

 
 
 
 



Bible Readings for the Week 

Monday   Genesis 1:1-2:4a  The creation of the world 

Tuesday   Psalm 104:1-24  The works of God 

Wednesday    Mark 16:1-8   Mark’s account of the resurrection 

Thursday  Song of Solomon 3:1-11 The song of the lover 

Friday                1 Corinthians 15:35-58 The resurrected body 

Saturday   Psalm 136   God’s steadfast love 
 

LICENSES: 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy by: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  

 

LICENSES FOR MUSIC:  
Use of Hymns/Acclamations/Music via Public Domain, except where allowed by the following licenses: 

- ONE LICENSE #400720-M    

- CCLI License #20777864 

 

--------------------------- 

The Rev. Michael S. Poteet is an ordained Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) and member of the Presbytery of Philadelphia. Mike served as a church pastor in Clifton Heights, PA 

for seven years. He currently serves the larger church as a Christian education writer for Abingdon Press, 

and as a biblical storyteller and guest preacher. Mike invites you to offer feedback on today's biblical 

storytelling and sermon at bibliomike.com/contact 
 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 

 
Lori Hoshaw, Music Director    Amy Kirk, Social Media Editor 

Shawn Rogers, Christian Education Director & Sexton 

    Jack Florio, Treasurer       Erin Galamba, Office Manager 

Daniel L. Bauman, Cemetery Superintendent & Maintenance Manager 
 

Church Telephone: 610-948-3323 e-mail: church@zionofspringcity.org 

Web site: www.zionofspringcity.org Facebook: Zion of Spring City 

Online giving link: https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/ 
 

Zion Lutheran Pre-School 
Dawn Platchek, Director, Phone: 610-948-3440  

e-mail: info@zionlutheranpreschool.com 
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