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Sunday, February 25th, 2024 – led by Pastor Cynthia Krommes 
 

INTRODUCTION 
The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: 

God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will remain in everlasting 

covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the God who brings 

life into being where there was no life. We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in 

faith. Sarah and Abraham receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new 

identities in baptism, as we put on Christ.  

 
PRELUDES    
  

9:00 am  
 

 On Tannenberg: Variations on “St. Anne"       
  Edward Broughton, Tune by William Croft 
 

On Piano: "Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord"     

 Words and Music by Bob Hudson, arr. by Mark Hayes 
 

 On Allen Organ: "Antiphon"         
  Henry Kihlken 

 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

GREETING 
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.                           

C: And also with you. 
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HYMN   “How Firm a Foundation” – ELW #796, Vs. 1, 2 & 4  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be 

for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 

shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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KYRIE  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

who writes the law on our hearts, 

who draws all people together through Jesus.  

C: Amen. 

A: Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin  

in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

A: God of life, 

C: Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin  

and cannot break free.  

We hoard resources while our neighbors are hungry and cold.  

We speak in ways that silence others.  

We are silent when we should speak up.  

We keep score in our hearts.  

We let hurts grow into hatred.  

For all these things and for sins only you know, forgive us, Lord. 

Amen. 
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A: Here is a flood of grace:  

Out of love for the whole world,  

God draws near to us,  

breaks every snare of sin,  

washes away our wrongs,  

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ.  

C: Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old 

couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will 

miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of 

God’s promise. 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 

God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 

and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God 

said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude 

of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 

made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 

make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me 

and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 

 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall 

be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and 

she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

 

 

 

PSALM 22:23-31 
 23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 

 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the LORD’s 

face hidden from them; 

  but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 

 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 

 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!  

 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 

 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 

  who rules over the nations. 
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 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 

 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 

  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 

 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God not 

through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing 

children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 

through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are 

to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there 

is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 

share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 

the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 

believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 

numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 

own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 

when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver 

concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being 

fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was 

reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 

not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who 

raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and 

was raised for our justification.  

 

ACCLAMATION     
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GOSPEL:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark 8:31-38 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time what 

is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that Jesus 

will travel. 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 

rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 

him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, 

Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 

the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of 

my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 

when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

SERMON 
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SERMON HYMN     “Faith of Our Fathers” – ELW #812, All Verses  

 
 

 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of 

creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 

A: We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the Spirit poured 

out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to 

our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

A: We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution and a 

changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve rainforests, 

deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your creation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, especially any who 

experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual orientation, color, ethnicity, 

or religion. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer because of war 

and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are lonely, bring hope to any in 

despair, and console the bereaved especially Barbara Winter, Dave Grubb, Brian Mickiewicz, 

Kurt Angstadt, David Tyson, Eric Harter, Greg Wicker, Don Walt, Cindy Batten, Joan Emswiler, 

Hilary Cohen, Valerie Bazzley, Cristin Lorman and Jeanette Kaufmann. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

A: We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. Increase 

our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts of service will 

express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others especially 

Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, whom we commemorate today. Inspire us by their example until 

you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     

C: And also with you. 
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Let us share the peace with one another 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

"I Believe in a Hill Called Mt. Calvary"     
 Tune by William J. Gaither, Lyrics by William J. Gaither, Gloria Gaither and Dale Oldham  

Sung by Barbara Grubb 
 

 
Please stand 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Jesus, you are the bread of life and the host of this meal.  

Bless these gifts that we have gathered that all people may know your goodness.  

Feed us not only with this holy food but with hunger for justice and peace.  

We pray this in your name. 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All baptized persons are 

welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will place their hands on untutored young 

people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response when receiving the bread and wine could be: “Amen” or 

“I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten Free wafers are available) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.       

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father through Christ out Lord. And so, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
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HYMN     “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
                   

P:  Holy God, the beginning and the end, you are our salvation and our hope. We praise you 

for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you 

sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages, your son Jesus 

came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 
 

Through him, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen 

P:   Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray,  
 

A:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: Bread for the journey.  

A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

C: Amen. 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
 

#1 – "All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly" – ELW #461    
  Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, Music: W. Moore, Columbian Harmony 

 

#2 – “Bread of Life from Heaven” – ELW #474      

  Text: Susan R. Briehl, Music: Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.                

C: Amen. 

 
 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.  

As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world;  

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 

C: Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
A: Beloved, we are God’s own people, holy, washed, renewed.  

God bless you and keep you, shower you with mercy,  

fill you with courage, and ☩ give you peace.  

C: Amen 
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SENDING HYMN    “Will You Come and Follow Me” – ELW #798, Vs. 1, 2, & 5 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace. Share your bread. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
  "Jesus, Still Lead On"         
   Tune: Adam Drese, Setting, Franklin D. Ashdown 
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Bible Readings for the Week 

Monday   Genesis 21:1-7  God gives Abraham and Sarah a son 

Tuesday   Genesis 22:1-9  God asks Abraham to sacrifice Isaac 

Wednesday    Mark 10:32-34  Jesus foretells his death 

Thursday  Jeremiah 30:12-22  God will restore Israel 

Friday                Hebrews 11:1-3. 8-19 By faith Abraham obeyed 

Saturday   Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45 God promised life to Abraham 
 

LICENSES: 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy by: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  

 

LICENSES FOR MUSIC:  
Use of Hymns/Acclamations/Music via Public Domain, except where allowed by the following licenses: 

- ONE LICENSE #400720-M    

- CCLI License #20777864 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 

 
Lori Hoshaw, Music Director    Amy Kirk, Social Media Editor 

Shawn Rogers, Christian Education Director & Sexton 

    Jack Florio, Treasurer       Erin Galamba, Office Manager 

Daniel L. Bauman, Cemetery Superintendent & Maintenance Manager 
 

Church Telephone: 610-948-3323 e-mail: church@zionofspringcity.org 

Web site: www.zionofspringcity.org Facebook: Zion of Spring City 

Online giving link: https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/ 
 

Zion Lutheran Pre-School 
Dawn Platchek, Director, Phone: 610-948-3440  

e-mail: info@zionlutheranpreschool.com 
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