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Sunday, February 11th, 2024 – service led by Pastor Cynthia Krommes 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today’s festival is a bridge between the Advent-Christmas-Epiphany cycle that comes to a close 

today and the Lent-Easter cycle that begins in several days. On a high mountain Jesus is 

revealed as God’s beloved Son, echoing the words at his baptism. This vision of glory sustains 

us as Jesus faces his impending death in Jerusalem. We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and 

our yearly baptismal journey from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the 

conclusion of today’s liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the penitential season of Lent 

and will be sung again at Easter. 
  

PRELUDES    
  

9:00 am  
 

 On Tannenberg: "Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke"     
  Tune: Machs Mit Mir, Got, Setting, Robert J. Powell 
 

On Piano: "God of Wonders"        
 Words and Music by Marc Byrd and Steve Hindalong, Arr. by Carol Tornquist 
 

 On Allen Organ: "Morning"         
  William Stickles 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

Join us here at Zion for Ash Wednesday at 7:00 pm –  
Pastor Paul Townsend will be guiding the service. 
 
 

GREETING 
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.                           

C: And also with you. 
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HYMN  "When Morning Guilds the Skies" – ELW #853, vs. 1, 2, & 5  

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 

hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

A: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the Word made flesh, 

our life and our salvation. 

C: Amen. 
 

A: Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 

let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
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A: God of life, 

C: you promise good news of great joy for all people, 

and call us to be messengers of your peace. 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 

our resources, and our security. 

We nurture conflict and build barriers. 

We neglect the needs of our neighbors 

and ignore the groaning of creation. 

Have mercy on us. 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 

Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 

Renew us with your grace 

and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 

Amen. 

 

A: Hear the good news: 

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 

through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 

Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 

shall know the salvation of God. 

C: Amen. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to You God” 

 
 

Please be seated 
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FIRST READING: 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 

Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their 

travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting 

of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 

1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far 

as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 

they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, 

and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And 

he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 

 4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The 

company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 

that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be 

silent.” 

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, 

“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 

on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, 

as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 

struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 

crossed on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 

taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He 

responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it 

will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire 

and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into 

heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 

horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them 

in two pieces. 
 

PSALM 50:1-6 

 1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 

  calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

 2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

  God shines forth in glory.  

 3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

  with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 

 4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

  to witness the judgment of the people. 

 5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 

  those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 

 6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 

  for it is God who is judge. 
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ 

shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 

3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this 

world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 

proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God 

who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

ACCLAMATION     “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” – ELW #172 
 

 
 
 

GOSPEL:  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Mark 9:2-9 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to 

Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s 

glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became 

dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah 

with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to 

be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the 
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cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they 

looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 

 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they 

had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
 
 

Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A: As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, 

the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: We pray for the church, that the transformational power of God enters the hearts of all 

people. May its leaders serve as examples of your grace and healing across time and space. 

God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for the creation, that we will humbly observe the swirl of wind and the heat of the 

bright sun. Teach us to honor all you have made and to care for the animals, plants, air, and 

bodies of water of this planet. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 
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A: We pray for those charged with leadership, lawmaking, and governance of our towns, 

states, and countries, that they will strive for goodness and justice all the days of their lives and 

callings. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for any who are sick and suffering especially Barbara Winter, Dave Grubb, Brian 

Mickiewicz, Kurt Angstadt, David Tyson, Eric Harter, Rick Munz, Greg Wicker, Don Walt, 

Colleen Elliot, Cindy Batten, Joan Emswiler, Hilary Cohen, Valerie Bazzley, Roger Batten and 

Cristin Lorman. Guide us to offer hospitality, shelter, friendship, and care to any in need. God 

of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

A: We pray for this congregation and its ministry in the wider community. May we share the 

transforming beauty and love of God in ways that honor the dignity of all whom we encounter. 

God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

P: Trusting that all the saints, prophets, and those who die in faith are held in your care, we 

remember in thanksgiving those who have died (especially). Grant us your gift of salvation as 

we await your coming again in glory. God of grace, 

C: receive our prayer. 

 

P: Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of 

our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

C: Amen. 
 

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  
A: The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     

C: And also with you. 
 
 

Let us share the peace with one another 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

"This is the Day"        
 Words and Music by Andy Harrison, Joth Hunt & BJ Pridham  

Christopher Kirk- Drum solo, Lori Hoshaw, Piano 
 

 
Please stand 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you.  

In bread and cup you open heaven to us.  

Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.  

C: Amen. 

 
Please stand 

 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All baptized persons are 

welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will place their hands on untutored young 

people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response when receiving the bread and wine could be: “Amen” or 

“I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten Free wafers are available) 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      

C:  And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.       

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    

C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

P: It is indeed our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and 

praise to you, O Lord, Holy Father through Christ out Lord. And so, with the church on earth 

and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HYMN     “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” 

 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
                   

P:  Holy God, the beginning and the end, you are our salvation and our hope. We praise you 

for creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, you 

sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages, your son Jesus 

came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

 

Through him, all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

church, both now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

P:   Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray,  
 

A:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one. 

Come and see.  

C: Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMNS  
 

#1 – "O Bread of Life from Heaven" – ELW #480     
  Text: Latin hymn, Music: Heinrich Isaac, arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 

 

#2 – "For the Bread Which You Have Broken" – ELW #494    
  Text: Louis F. Benson, Music: Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, arr. William Smith Rockstro 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in his grace.                

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A: Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.  

Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

BLESSING  
A: God who names you, Christ who claims you,  

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, ☩ bless you and remain with you always.  

C: Amen 

SENDING HYMN   "Beautiful Savior" – ELW #838, All Verses 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
  "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling"      
   John Dundel, Arr. by Richard Unfried 
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Bible Readings for the Week 

Monday   Exodus 18:7-25  Moses meets God on the mountain 

Tuesday   Job 19:23-27   Job will see God 

Wednesday    Isaiah 58:1-12  The fast that God chooses 

   Psalm 51:1-17  A plea for mercy    

   2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 Now is the day of salvation   

   Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 The practice of faith 

Thursday  Daniel 9:1-14   Daniel prays for the people’s forgiveness 

Friday                Daniel 9:15-25a  An angel speaks to Daniel 

Saturday   Psalm 32   God forgives our sin 
 

LICENSES: 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 

Liturgy by: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  

 

LICENSES FOR MUSIC:  
Use of Hymns/Acclamations/Music via Public Domain, except where allowed by the following licenses: 

- ONE LICENSE #400720-M    

- CCLI License #20777864 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 

 
Lori Hoshaw, Music Director    Amy Kirk, Social Media Editor 

Shawn Rogers, Christian Education Director & Sexton 

    Jack Florio, Treasurer       Erin Galamba, Office Manager 

Daniel L. Bauman, Cemetery Superintendent & Maintenance Manager 
 

Church Telephone: 610-948-3323 e-mail: church@zionofspringcity.org 

Web site: www.zionofspringcity.org Facebook: Zion of Spring City 

Online giving link: https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/ 
 

Zion Lutheran Pre-School 
Dawn Platchek, Director, Phone: 610-948-3440  

e-mail: info@zionlutheranpreschool.com 
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