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Introduction 
Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by 
the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of 
greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are 
encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 
PRELUDES      
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.                           
C: And also with you. 

 
Hymn                                         Be Thou My Vision             ELW #793 vs. 1, 2 & 3     
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Prayer of the Day 
P: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love 
what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your 
sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Merciful God, 
C:  We confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. 
Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. 
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again 
on the path of life.  Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen. 
 
P:  Hear the good news!  God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in 

granting pardon and mercy.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free 

to love as God loves. 
C: Amen. 
 
Hymn of Praise  
          

  
 

Please be seated 
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First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12 – 14, 2:18 - 23 
 
R: A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes: 
 

 2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 
 
 12 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 
 13 applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an     

unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with.  
 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after 

wind. 
 
 18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those who 

come after me 
 19 and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I 

toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity.  
 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the 

sun, 
 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all 

to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.  
 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun?  
 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not 

rest. This also is vanity. 
 
R: Word of God. Word of Life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 49: 1-12 
My mouth shall speak wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 

 

 R: 1Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 
 C:  2both low and high, rich and poor together. 

 
 R: 3My mouth shall speak wisdom; the meditation of my heart shall be understanding. 
 C: 4I will incline my ear to a proverb; I will solve my riddle to the music of the harp. 

 
 R: 5Why should I fear in times of trouble, when the iniquity of my persecutors surrounds me, 
 C: 6those who trust in their wealth and boast of the abundance of their riches? 

 
 R: 7Truly, no ransom avails for one's life, there is no price one can give to God for it. 
 C: 8For the ransom of life is costly, and can never suffice 

 
 R: 9that one should live on forever and never see the grave. 
 C:10When we look at the wise, they die; fool and dolt perish together and leave their 

wealth to others. 
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 R: 11Their graves are their homes forever, their dwelling places to all generations, though they 

named lands their own. 
 C: 12Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they are like the animals that perish. 

 
 

Please stand 
 

 
ACCLAMATION    “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”    ELW #172 

 

 

Gospel: Luke 12:13 - 21 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 

with me.”  
14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  
15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life 

does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”  
16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly.  
17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’  
18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 

store all my grain and my goods.  
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19 And I will say to my soul, “‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 

drink, be merry.” ’  
20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the 

things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 
21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                         
C:  Praise to you, O Christ 

 
 

Please be seated 
 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
MESSAGE    
 

Please Stand 

 
HYMN                                         For the Fruit of All Creation                     ELW #679 Vs. 1 & 2  
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The Apostles' Creed  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
You can add names to the prayer list by contacting the church office.  After three weeks names will be removed 
from the prayer of intercession unless resubmitted. These people will still be in our private prayers. 

 

A:  Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A:  O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation and 
healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary professors, and all 
who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief and 
renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land 
and all its habitants. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. 
Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, police, first 
responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, bring 
encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical distress. Renew 
us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A:  O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring 
abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give them clarity 
for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
A: We praise you for each day of health and well-being. And we pray for everyone who suffers 
from illness of any kind, for those who will die today, and for those we name here before you: 

 Hear our prayers for Dave Grubb, Brookelyn Rogers, Joanna Siedlecki, Brandon Sisco and 
family, Margaret Szabo, Ruth Mathias, Kate Ciavarelli, Connie Arnold, Barbara Winter, 
Malissa McCormick, Beverly Kendrick and those we lift before you now. Heal them with your 
loving might, Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
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P:  O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their 
example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. 
Merciful God, 
C:  receive our prayer. 
 
P:  Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast 
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
C:  Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE  
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.                                     
C: And also with you. 

 
 

Let us share the peace with one another 
 

Please be seated 

 

 
OFFERING WITH SPECIAL MUSIC 

 
Piano Solo by Fran Emrick 

 
 

Please stand 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

A: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of 
Jesus. 
C: Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION       
 

Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All 
baptized persons are welcome to participate in the Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will 
place their hands on untutored young people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response 
when receiving the bread and wine could be: “Amen” or “I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten 
Free wafers are available) 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P:  The Lord be with you.      
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts.       
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.    
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
 
P: Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath. 
C: We praise you, O God. 
 
P: Generations bless your faithfulness; through the water, by night and day, across the 

wilderness, out of exile, into the future. 
C: We bless you, O Lord. 
 
P: We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, near to those who suffer, beside 

the sinner, among the poor, with us now. 
C: We thank you, O God. 
                   
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. 

      
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
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P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P: In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet. 
C: Amen. 
 
SHARING IN COMMUNION  
P: This is the Body of Christ given for you               
C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will eat the wafer) 
 
P: This is the Blood of Christ shed for you              
C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will drink the wine) 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS 

 
Comm. #1: For the Bread Which You Have Broken    ELW #494 

Text: Louis F. Benson,   
Music: Gross Catolisch Gesangbuch, arr. William Smith Rockstro 

 
Comm. #2: Break Now the Bread of Life    ELW #515 

Text: Mary A. Lathbury, Music: William F. Sherwin 
 

 
Please stand 

 

 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.                
C: Amen.  
  
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
A: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your 
mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your 
love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING  

P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the 

path of life this day and always. 
C: Amen 
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THE SENDING HYMN               God of Grace and God of Glory       ELW #705, Vs. 1, 3, & 4  
 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL  
A: Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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POSTLUDE  
 
Licenses : Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
From Sundays and Season, copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
Liturgy by : Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953, J Bert Carlson 1937-2017 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress Music, GIA Publications  
 

Licensing for Music.  

 
Tune:©Public Domain Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company,  
Outside USA: Arr. from The English Hymnal, © Oxford University Press 1906 ONE LICENSE #400720-M 
Licensing- Text ©1925 Robert Jeffreys Jr., admin. Augsburg Fortress Music ONE LICENSE #400720-M 
 

     
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 
A Congregation of the Southeastern Pa. Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
The Reverend Tina Mackie 

Confidential email: pastor@zionofspringcity.org 
 

Lori Hoshaw, Music Director 
Shawn Rogers, Christian Education Director 

Shawn Rogers, Sexton 
Jack Florio, Financial Secretary 

Amy Kirk, Parish Post / Social Media Editor 
Daniel L. Bauman, Cemetery Superintendent & Maintenance Manager 

 
Church Telephone: 610-948-3323 e-mail: church@zionofspringcity.org 

Web site: www.zionofspringcity.org Facebook: ZionofSpringCity 
 

Online giving link: https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/ 
 

Zion Lutheran Pre-School 
Dawn Platchek, Director, Phone: 610-948-3440, e-mail: info@zionlutheranpreschool.com 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT ZION 
 
Sunday 7/31   9:00 am  Worship 
    10:15  am  Youth Group 
     
Monday     7:00  pm  AA meeting 
    7:00 pm  Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
     
Tuesday               5:00  pm  Tae Kwan Do 
    6:00     pm  School Board Meeting 
    7:00 pm  Executive Committee Meeting 
     
Thursday    6:30 pm  Hymn Singer/Special Music Rehearsal 
 
Sunday 8/7   9:00 am  Worship  
    10:15  am  Youth Group 

mailto:pastor@zionofspringcity.org
mailto:church@zionofspringcity.org
http://www.zionofspringcity.org/
https://www.zionofspringcity.org/electronic-giving/
mailto:info@zionlutheranpreschool.com


13 

        
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

This week (7/31)  Next week (8/7) 

9.00 am  

 

 9.00 am   

Assistant 
Minister 

Jena 
Dietrich 

 

 

  Assistant 
Minister 

Jena 
Dietrich 

   

Reader Deb 
Batten 

 

 

  Reader Amy  
Kirk 

   

Greeter Maggie 
Munz 

 

 

  Greeter Maggie 
Munz 

   

Hymns Zion 
Choir 

 

 

  Hymns Zion 
Choir 

   

 
 
 
Bible Readings   
 
Monday  Ecclesiastes 2:1-17   The fool accumulates wealth 
Tuesday  Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:12  Death comes to all 
Wednesday  Luke 12:22-31    Trust in God 
Thursday  Proverbs 9:1-18   Wisdom has built her house 
Friday  Colossians 3:18-4:5   A household code 
Saturday  Psalm 127    The foolish life, the righteous life 
 

 
 


