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Sunday, September 20th   – 10:00 a.m.    
16th Sunday after Pentecost  

  

INTRODUCTION 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of God is like that of a 
landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to work. God hears the 
Israelites cry for food and provides enough manna for the day. The Lord is good to all. 
 
PRELUDES                 “With Grateful Hearts”                                        J. S. Bach                                                 
                         “O Spread the Tidings ‘Round”                    J. Scriveyner 

                                                           “Abide with Me”                                       W. Monk 

                               “Variations on Hendon”                    R. Swoyer/H. Malan 

     

Pastor says Good Morning and Welcome 
 

GREETING 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.                           
 

C:  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving kindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely 
      on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, 
      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 

C: Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN              “Will You Let Me Be Your Servent?”             Sung by Carol and Lou Mandik 
                                                                               ELW  #659   
2.  We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; 
     We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

5.  Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
     Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.  
 

Text: Richard Gillard, b. 1953 
Music: Richard Gillard, arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928 
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Integrity Music 

 © 1977, Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (admin. CapitalCMGPublishing.com)  All rights reserved. Reprinted under CCLI License #-??? (TBA) 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
 

C: Amen.  
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
      Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Faithful God,                              
 

C: Have mercy on us. 
 

C:  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving  
      embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We  
      place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.  
      Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus  
      Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

  
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE      Glory Be to God in Heaven   Sung by Carol and Lou Mandik 
 

C: Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 
     Mighty God of all Creation, Father of surpassing worth: 
     We exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 
     Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 
  
                                                                                                                                          

FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-15 
Faced with hunger in the wilderness, the Israelites longed for life back in Egypt and wished they had never left. Then 
God miraculously and graciously gave them quails and manna to eat. 
 

R: A reading from the 16th chapter of the book of Exodus: 
 

R: 2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3The  
     Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by  
     the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole  
     assembly with hunger." 4Then the LORD said to Moses, "I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and 
     each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they  
     will follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as  
     much as they gather on other days." 6So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, "In the evening you  
     shall know that it was the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you shall 
     see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against the LORD. For what are we,  
     that you complain against us?" 8And Moses said, "When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening  
     and your fill of bread in the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter against  
     him — what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the LORD." 9Then Moses said to  
     Aaron, "Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 'Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your  
     complaining.'" 10And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the  
     wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12"I  
     have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning  
     you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your God.'" 13In the evening quails 
     came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the  
     layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the 
     ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it  
     was. Moses said to them, "It is the bread that the LORD has given you to eat." 
 

R: The Word of the Lord.                                                                              C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 
The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8) 
 

R: We will read Psalm 145 responsively 
 

R  1I will exalt you, my God and king, and bless your name forever and ever. 
C: 2Every day will I bless you and praise your name forever and ever. 

R  3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised! There is no end to your greatness. 
C: 4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your power. 
 

R  5I will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
C: 6They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will recount your greatness. 
 

R:  7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
C: 8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding insteadfast love. 

 
 

THE ACCLAMATION                  Alleluia (Sung)                Sung by Carol and Lou Mandik 
  
C: Alleluia! Lord and savior; open now your saving word. 
     Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
     Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.     
                                      



GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus tells a parable about God's generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 
according to what they have earned or deserve. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter.                         A: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

P: [Jesus said to the disciples:] 1"The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to  
     hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his  
     vineyard. 3When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to  
     them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' So they went. 5When he went out again 
     about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. 6And about five o'clock he went out and found others  
     standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you standing here idle all day?' 7They said to him, 'Because no  
     one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.' 8When evening came, the owner of the  
     vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 
     the first.' 9When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the 
     first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And  
     when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and you 
     have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' 13But he replied to  
     one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what  
     belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I  
     choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 16So the last will be first, and the  
     first will be last." 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord.                                        C:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

THE CHILDREN'S TIME                               
 

SPECIAL MUSIC6 – Carol and Lou Mandik         “The Gift of Love”               American Folk Tune- Arr. By Hal H. Hopson 1972                               

              Accompanied by Lori Hoshaw on Piano                                                        Paraphase of 1 Corintians 13 by Hal H. Hopson                         
                                                                                                                                                                                 Copyright © 1972 by Hope Publishing Company, 
                             Carol Stream, IL 60187.  
                                                                                                                                                                             Arr. Copyright © 1983 by Hope Publishin Company                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

SERMON                                                       by Pastor Tina Mackie                  

 

A: Let us profess our Faith with the Apostle’s Creed 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
You can add names to the list by contacting the church office.  After three weeks names will be removed from the 
prayer of intercession unless resubmitted. These removed people will still be in our private prayers 
 

A:  Drawn together by the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
                                                                          

(A brief silence) 

A:  O God, you make the last first, and the first last. Give resources and courage to the churches around the globe  
      that have few resources. When ministry in this time is so difficult, inspire bishops, pastors, deacons, and  
      congregational leaders in their service. 

(A brief silence) 
       O God, you are full of compassion;                                                      C: Graciously hear our prayer. 



A:   Continue your care for your whole creation: sun and wind, bushes and worms, cities and farms, and all  
       your many animals. Make us into extensions of your care. Preserve the food sources of the world’s  
       endangered wildlife.  

(A brief silence). 

       O God, you are full of compassion;                                                       C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

A:  To places of conflict and violence, bring peace, especially to the cities of our nation. Bless the work of  
      negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Preserve protesters, and guide police. Enlighten our 
      nation, the nations we call friends, and the nations that are deemed our enemies. Keep our election season 
      from dishonesty.  

(A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

A:  Give your blessing to the Jewish people at this time of their new year. Bring an end to anti-Semitism around 
      the globe and strengthen peace efforts in the Middle East. 

(A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

A:  To all who are suffering, show your mercy. We pray for firefighters, for communities devastated by fire, for  
      all who suffer racial injustice, for migrants who seek safety, for all who are imprisoned, for victims of crime,  
      for the unemployed, for students and faculty during the pandemic, for medical workers, for all who are  
      hungry: O God, the list of the needy is so long. . . 

(A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

A: Give health and wholeness to all who are sick, to all who are suffering from the coronavirus, and to those we 
     name before you here:  

(Please read only 1st Name and Congregation can read with AM instead of Echoing) 

Trace Els, Virgil Emswiler, Ralph Finkbiner, Judi Geri, Sean Murtha and Kenneth Siedlecki. 

(A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

P:  You show mercy beyond our expectations, far beyond our deserving. Hear now our personal prayers. 

(prayers from your heart for those you care about) 
   (A longer period of silence) 

Others for whom you may wish to pray: (names submitted by our members): 
Kenneth Bauer, Deb Althoff, Mike Anthony, Joanne Frederick, John Frederick, Robert Hindle, Deb Hoff, Glenn Hoff, 
Amy Hollar, Tom Hughes, Dottie Jacques, Rich Kleylein, Ryan Law, Mary Lesh, Cindy Levengood, Ellen Levy-Gray, 
Jay Markwart, James Newson, Diane Pannella, Jennifer Paris, Judi Rittenhouse, Brookelyn Rogers, Lynn Schmitt, 

Brian Spitko, Doris Sypher, Ron Taylor, Chuck Vammen, Vicki Walker, Luke Walton, and Greg Wicker,  
 (A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer. 

P:  We praise you for all the saints, especially this week for the apostle Matthew and for the gift of his gospel  
      that speaks to us of your goodness. Give us grace to live for Christ, until we join with all the faithful,    
      Christina (Tina) Bickhart in your eternal life 

(A brief silence) 

      O God, you are full of compassion;                                                        C: Graciously hear our prayer.                                                                         

P:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Jesus Christ,  
      our Savior and Lord.       
                                                                         C: Amen. 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE    
 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you all.                                     C: And also with you. 
 

Let us share the peace with one another  



OFFERING   
 

“Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?  
So the last will be first, and first will be last.” – Matthew 20:15-16 

 

In this parable Jesus reminds us that it is God’s nature to be generous and that God has special concern for the poor and 
marginalized. We often assume that everyone gets what we deserve by the strength of our own will and bootstraps. God has 

other ideas and loves all people. 
 

If you wish to make an electronic offering at this time, please go to our website; 
 zionofspringcity.org and make your contribution there.        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

OFFERING PRAYER 
A: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us 
for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a 
suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.        C:  Amen 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION       
Believing in the real presence of Christ, this church practices communion hospitality.  All baptized persons are welcome to participate in the 
Lord’s Supper. Parent(s)/Grandparent(s) will  place their hands on untutored young people for a blessing given by the Pastor. The response 

when receiving the bread and wine could be:“Amen” or “I believe.” (Grape juice and Gluten Free wafers are available) 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

P:  The Lord be with you.     C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.      C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
     you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with  
     the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
  

SANCTUS                   Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)                    Sung by Carol and Lou Mandik 
 

C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
     Heav’n and earth ard full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
     Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
     Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
                                   

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                    

P:  Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars, beneath  
      the sea, within each cell, with every breath.                          C: We praise you, O God. 
 

P:  Generations bless your faithfulness; through the water, by night and day, across the wilderness, out of exile, into  
      the future.                                                                               C:  We bless you, O Lord. 
 

P:  We give you thanks for your Son: at the heart of human life, near to those who suffer, beside the sinner,  
      among the poor, with us now.                                                 C:  We thank you, O God. 
 

P:   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,  
      and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
      Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

      Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:                             
      This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
      Do this in remembrance of me. 
  

      Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
C:  Christ has died.  Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoYBUpGBPPzQAvN2JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=communion+clipart&n=30&ei=utf-8&y=Search&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=11&w=360&h=269&imgurl=www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/images/Communion3.jpg&rurl=http://www.twoheartsdesign.com/images/clipart/catholic/eucharist/index.html&size=12.6+KB&name=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&p=communion+clipart&oid=fb9b202fec23f3d58e18347038a70793&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-701&tt=Two+Hearts+Design+-+Eucharist&amp;Holy+Communion+Clipart&b=0&ni=150&no=11&tab=organic&ts=&sigr=12bipt09s&sigb=13m5cel5v&sigi=12f0pclce&.crumb=agoyiQWKHPN


P:  We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your people; throughout the world.   
      Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.                               
C: Amen 
 

P:   Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray,  
 

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be  
      done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
      trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,  
      but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever  
      and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P:  Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast.    C: Amen. 
 

SHARING IN COMMUNION -  
 

P: This is the Body of Christ given for you              C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will eat the wafer) 
P: This is the Blood of Christ given for you             C: I believe or Amen (Congregation will drink the wine) 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his precious blood,  
 strengthen you and preserve you unto eternal life.               C: Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

A:  We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body  
      and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe  
      away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the 
      Holy Spirit, now and forever.                           C: Amen. 
   
BLESSING 
 

P: Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.                                                                            

C: Amen 
 

THE SENDING HYMN7                              “On Our Way Rejoicing”             Sung by Carol and Lou Mandik 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ELW # 537 

Refrain: On our way rejoicing; as we forward move, 
               Hearken to our praises, O blest God of love! 
 

1. On our way rejoicing gladly let us go. Christ our Lord has conquered; vanquished is the foe. 
    Christ without, our safety; Christ within our joy; who, if we be faithful, can our hope destroy? 
 

2. Unto God the Father joyful songs we sing; unto God the Savior thankful hearts we bring; 
    Unto God the Spirit bow we and adore, on our way rejoicing now and evermore. 

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt             .  
Music: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879 

DISMISSAL 
 

A:  Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                                       “Trumpet Jubilee”                                                    P. Harris8 

                                             
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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