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In No Man Is an Island
Merton says: “Salvation is full self-
discovery by the fulfillment of one’s
own God-given powers, to be found
in the love of others and love for
God.   I mean also the discovery
that one cannot find himself in
himself alone, but that one must
find himself in and through oth-
ers.”  As St. Paul says, ‘we are all
members one of another.’(Romans
12:5) We stand together, or most
assuredly we will be destroyed by
sin and the devil, each in our own
time and in our own way.

So this summer, as we cel-
ebrate our national independence,
think about what it means to be in-
dependent yet also interdependent?
How shall we learn to live in such
a way that we stand together, not
because we all agree on everything
or because we are all exactly alike
but because we are all one in
Christ.  Together we discover our-
selves, our strengths and our
weaknesses; together we each be-
come a better me.  May God help
us to discover who we are and
whose we are. 

Let freedom ring.

Peace,
Pastor Paul


